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NGOC Committee 
 
Chairman 
Chris James 01989 720122 
chairman@ngoc.org.uk 
 
Secretary 
Pat Cameron 01684 294791 
secretary@ngoc.org.uk 
 
Treasurer 
Carol Stewart 01242 514988 
treasurer@ngoc.org.uk 
 
Club Captain 
Greg Best 01242 516053 
captain@ngoc.org.uk 
 
Membership Secretary 
Matthew King 01242 226195 
membership@ngoc.org.uk 
 
Equipment Officer 
Pat MacLeod 
equipment@ngoc.org.uk 
 
Fixtures Secretary 
Dave Hartley 01452 863805 
fixtures@ngoc.org.uk 

Mapping Officer 
Paul Taunton 01594 529455 
mapping@ngoc.org.uk 
 
Club Welfare Officer 
Gill James 01989 720122 
welfare@ngoc.org.uk 
 
Club Development Officers 
Alan & Ellen Starling 
01793 320054 
alanandellen@googlemail.com 
 
Additional Members 
Roger Coe 01594 510444 
randvcoe@btinternet.com 
 
John Fallows 01684 290256 
john@greyeye.co.uk 
 
Legend Editors 
Alan and Ann Brown 
01242 580096 
legend@ngoc.org.uk 
 
Website 
Eddie McLarnon  
01242 673079 
webmaster@ngoc.org.uk 
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Interpret with care  
 
 

You may have looked at the graphs published 
in the British Orienteering Annual Report and 
concluded that two of them raised issues of 
serious concern. I did too, but then, being a 
mathematician, I became a little suspicious of 
the messages they seem to send out. So I decided 
to look at them rather more critically. 
 

First of all I took the graph showing the 
average age of members and extrapolated back to 
the year I joined orienteering – 1968. The graph 
implies that the average of members then would 
have been 22. Actually the membership at that 
time largely consisted of retired athletes so 
the average age must have been not greatly 
different from today’s. A graph of average ages 
over the whole period that the sport has been 
practised in this country would have shown that 
at some times it has risen and at others it has 
fallen. Ever since I joined the sport there has 
been concern over the number of younger adults 
taking part. 
 

Next I thought that it would be interesting 
to extrapolate forward in time from the graph. 
This led to the conclusion that in the year 2100 
the average age of members will be 81 and just 
over half way through that century it will be 
higher than the age of the oldest resident of 
this country! 
 

Clearly publishing a graph but not 
accompanying it with some careful analysis can 
be very misleading. Over the period covered by 



this graph the average age of the population of 
this country has risen. In a sport in which 
people compete right up to the end of their 
lives it is not surprising that the average age 
of members reflects that demographic change. 
 

The blip at the top end of the graph is 
interesting. It coincides with the move to 
pressurise “club only” members to become full 
members. It implies that the average age of 
“club only” members is considerably lower than 
that of full members. Now that is intriguing and 
perhaps there are lessons to be learned from 
that. Do younger participants consider that 
there is no benefit to be gained from taking out 
full membership? 
 

The graph comparing each region’s 
membership with the population of that region is 
of dubious significance. Estimates of population 
numbers are notoriously questionable. If error 
bars were added to this graph the differences 
between regions would become rather blurred. 
Also I suspect that there may be special reasons 
for some of the differences (e.g. in Northern 
Ireland) which may not have been given with the 
graph. 
 

Finally, to illustrate how important it is 
to interpret graphs with care, I offer the 
following analysis. The average age graph is 
very similar to one showing the rise in use of 
mobile phones over the same period. Thus I 
confidently predict that banning the use of 
mobile phones would lower the average age of the 
membership. 
 

John Burrows 



New permanent orienteering course in 
Gloucester Park to open on 30 May  

 
The fixed orienteering course in Gloucester Park 

previously mentioned in Legend (January 2009 issue) has 
progressed and is due to be formally opened at noon on 30 May 
by the leader of Gloucester City Council, Councillor Paul James. 
The event will include training of newcomers to the sport by 
resident NGOC members and should lift the profile of 
orienteering in the City. 

 
Two further events have also been arranged at 2pm on 

Friday 19 June and at 10am on Saturday 11 July – again, with 
training provided by experienced NGOC members. 

 
The course has been funded by various partners including 

the Primary Care Trust, Gloucester City Council, NGOC and led 
by Gloucester City Centre Community Partnership. 

 
The actual course is made up of 14 fixed control points 

spread across the whole of Gloucester Park including part of the 
park in what is known as Bakers Fields across Trier way and 
whilst the control points are not technically challenging, it will 
enable newcomers to the sport to have a go and perhaps 
progress to NGOC membership – club champions of tomorrow! 
Maps will be available from the Park Keeper’s Office or at the 
Tourist Information point in Gloucester City centre. 
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Further information can be obtained from Mark Boyce on 01452 
536377 or markyboyce@blueyonder.co.uk 
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CAPTAIN’S LOG  
�
Since my last account, our club teams have been in action at the CompassSport Cup 
and the JK relays. 
 
The CSC match was held on a fine Spring day at Bullers Hill near Exeter. 13 NGOC 
members travelled by minibus to the event and a further 4 made their own way there. 
We competed in the competition for large clubs and finished third (out of 3!!). BOK 
won with 2390 points, Devon had 2378 and NGOC scored 1357. In spite of this, it 
was an enjoyable day out, and I feel that the experiment of travelling together by 
minibus was a success, and one the club should repeat another time. Perhaps next 
time, we will have enough people to justify a coach. The only negative was the 
journey home when the driver (yours truly) got bored with nobody to talk to, as 
everybody else was too worn out to keep their eyes open! 
 
The JK was held over Easter in Northumbria, and 17 club members travelled up for 
the weekend. We entered 4 teams for the relays on Easter Monday, although 
eventually only 3 teams competed due to injuries etc. I did not take part, so thank you 
to Paul Taunton who organised everything up there. 
 
Harvester Relay. Team Members Needed! This will take place this year on the night 
of 21st June, not too far from us on Merthyr Common in the Brecon Beacons. For 
those who don’t know, this is an overnight relay for teams of 5 or 7. Most legs require 
night orienteering ability, although the last one(s) are dawn or daytime legs. For the 
really keen and energetic, there will be a warm-up middle distance event nearby on the 
Saturday afternoon!  
 
South West Summer Relay Series. This is a series of low-key relays held by various 
clubs in our region over the summer. Paul Taunton and family ran in enough of them 
last year to be crowned as overall winners. This should give hope to the rest of us! 
Each relay has its own format, and teams are usually (but not always!) of either 2 or 3 
runners. The organising clubs and provisional dates are as follows: 
 
 QO 31 May 
 WSX 21 June 
 NWO 28 June 
 BOK 5 July 
 Devon 19 July 
 WIM 26 July 
 
If you are interested in taking part in the Harvester Relay or any of the SW Series of 
relays, please let me know. 

Greg Best 
 

captain@ngoc.org.uk       01242 516053 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
Date Event Location Map 

reference 
Organiser  

2-4 May 
Bank 
Holiday 

Triple O Severn  Forest of Dean - See flyer or 
website for 
details 

16 May 
Saturday 

League 8 Cranham SO 882130 Lin Callard 
01453 843793 

6 June 
Saturday 

End of Season 
Novelty 

Moseley Green 
Mass Start  at 
1400 

SO 666061 Paul Taunton 
01594 529455 

Enquiries to Organiser or Fixtures Secretary – Dave Hartley 01452 863805 
For latest details check the NGOC website at www.ngoc.org.uk 
NGOC Registration and start times 
Informal Events: Start times 1230-1400  

Senior £3   Junior £1   Non-members £3 
League Events: Registration 1130-1230 Starts  from  1230-1330   

Senior £4   Junior £1   
Competitors who are not members of any club £5 

Night Events Registration from 1800 – or when it’s dark! 
Senior £4  Junior £1 

 
MADO (Malvern and District Orienteers – part of Har lequins) Mini-League 
Saturday 20 June End of Season event. Old Hills 
Courses: yellow, orange, green and blue 
Registration: 1200-1300  Starts: 1230-1400 
Adult/family: £4   Junior: £1 
More details: www.harlequins.org.uk/MADO 
 

Summer street “O” to be based at UoG  
This summer’s street “O” events will be based at the University of Gloucester’s 
Oxstalls Campus which Bob Teed has already mapped. Details of these 
Wednesday evening events will be posted on the NGOC website as soon as 
they are finalised. If you would like to help with the organisation/planning 
please contact any member of the Committee. 
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< <<<<�

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 
Change of details:  
 
Dave Hartley dave@abbotswood1.plus.com 
 
Changed your email address, phone number or postal address? Don’t forget 

to tell the Membership Secretary! 
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